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“Dark”/Final L Sound 
 
Part 1 – Minimal Pairs/Practice 
 

1. real – rear 
2. male – mare 
3. feel – fear 
4. kale – care 
5. pale - pair 

 
 
 
 
 
Part 2 – Tongue Twisters/Practice Sentences 
 

1. He had a real meal with a seal. 
2. The male mare could feel the people’s approval. 
3. The teal snail fell on his ankle. 
4. An oval owl wore a veil to school. 
5. The angel sent mail to the girl at the pool. 
6. People threw the ball to the male whale. 

 
 

Part 3 – Dialogue 
 
Situation: Bill and Judy are discussing a business dinner where they will meet a 
client to arrange a business deal. 
 
Bill: I really feel great about meeting to seal the deal at the restaurant next 
week. 
Judy: Yes. We’ll arrange the deal, and we’ll have a great meal. 
Bill: Do you feel his offer is real? 
Judy: He’s not one of those awful people who don’t keep their word. 
Bill: No, that would be very juvenile. 
Judy: He always has a smile and responds quickly to emails and phone calls. 
Bill: I think he will pay the full bill for the oil well we want to sell him. 
Judy: Great! If all goes well, we’ll have his money by the fall. 
Bill: Yes. I will see you at the restaurant on Friday. If you need anything before 
then, give me a call. 

6. people 
7. really 
8. apple 
9. simple  
10. awful  

 



L/R Sounds 
 
 
Part 1 - Minimal Pairs  
 
Practice the following pairs of words, being careful to make the 
distinction between the two sounds.  
 

1. limb-rim  
2. berry-belly  
3. lot-rot  
4. jelly-jerry  
5. spool-spoor  

 
 
Part 2 - Tongue Twisters 
 
Say the following sentences aloud, concentrating on the sounds  
L and R.  Think carefully about where your tongue is when  
you produce the English /r/ sound. 
 
1. Laura and Larry rarely lull their roosters to sleep.  
2. Sri Lankans rarely obey Landry's rules.  
3. Climbing crimes are lures for crying clowns.  
4. There are free fleas for all the royalty. 
5. It's the right light with the glimmer in the mirror. 
6. Collecting the corrections is the role of the elderly. 
 
 
Part 3 - Dialogue  
 
Work with a partner and practice the following dialogue until you memorize it. When you 
have memorized it, say it for your instructor.  
 
Situation: Two friends are going to watch a play.  
 
Laurie: Hurry, Ronald, or we'll be late!  
Ronald: All right, all right, Laurie! I'm almost ready.  
Laurie: I'm really looking forward to the play, aren't you?  
Ronald: Yeah, I am. But, Larry told me the play was really boring.  
Laurie: Really? Well, Ryan loved it.  
Ronald: That's good. Well, I read a review of the play late last night.  
Laurie: And was it a great review, Ronald?  
Ronald: Absolutely! The actors, lighting, script, everything received excellent ratings!  
Laurie: Right on! 
 

6. raw-law  
7. light-right  
8. bowling-boring  
9. free-flee  
10. climb-crime 
 

 

 



Th Sounds – Voiced 
 
Part 1 - Minimal Pairs 
 
Practice the following pairs of words, being careful to make 
the distinction between the two sounds.  
 
1. than  Dan   6. breathing  breeding 
2. father fodder   7. dare  there 
3. either ether   8. clothing closing 
4. teething teasing  9. thy  thigh 
5. those doze  10.  thy die 
 
Part 2 - Tongue Twisters 
 
Say the following sentences aloud, concentrating on the sound “th”. 
Think carefully about where your tongue is when you produce sound. 
 
1. Breathe the breeze, loathe the lows, and soothe the Sues. 
2. Rather than loathing their mothers, soothe their fathers. 
3. Bathing in the bays is soothing to those teething brothers. 
4. Dan would rather scythe in wetter weather. 
5. Their dare was to Dan rather than those dozing northerners. 
6. Ether either makes Thor writhe or seethe. 
7. Though dough is worthy, it is worthier with their father's tithe. 
8. That thatch there on their thighs, although sheathed, is weathered. 
 
Part 3 - Dialogue 
 
Work with a partner and practice the following dialog until you memorize it. 
When you have memorized it, say it for your instructor. 
 
Beth: Heh, Theo! How is it going? 
Theo: Good, Beth. And you? 
Beth: OK. Say, are your mother and father coming over for dinner 
this Thursday? 
Theo: I think so, though mother’s a bit under the weather. 
Beth: Why’s that? 
Theo: Oh, my baby brother is teething. He just lies in bed writhing in pain. 
Beth: Oh, that’s terrible. Are you soothing your brother? 
Theo: Yes, regularly. That’s a worthy thing to do, though I’d rather 
have a quieter brother. 
Beth: That’s for sure. 

 
 
 

 



Th Sounds – Voiceless 
 
Part 1 - Minimal Pairs 
 
Practice the following pairs of words, being careful to make 
the distinction between the two sounds. 
 
1. Three free    6. thin   sin 
2. Thor  soar    7. pass  path 
3. Both  boat    8. fought thought 
4. tore  Thor    9. moth moss 
5. frilled thrilled   10.  three free 
 
Part 2 - Tongue Twisters 
 
Say the following sentences aloud, concentrating on the sound “th”. 
Think carefully about where your tongue is when you produce the sound. 
 
1. Thor is the god of Thunder. 
2. Thelma and Theo have bad breath. 
3. Three free thrilling frills fought on Ruth's roof. 
4. Thieves are thankless thugs who deserve our wrath. 
5. Nothing is worth thousands of deaths. 
6. Mr. Smith's teeth are thin and lethal. 
7. Thursdays are thirsty days for lethargic Ruth and Thelma. 
8. It seems themes are sought by thousands of mythical misses. 
9. Thick ticks on three trees brought broth to ten thin tin men. 
10. Sick thickets thwarted seven thin sinners from passing through. 
 
Part 3 - Dialogue 
 
Work with a partner and practice the following dialog until you memorize it. When you have 
memorized it, say it for your instructor. 
 
Theo:  Hello Beth, how are you? 
Beth:  Fine, thanks. And how are you? 
Theo:  I'm OK, I guess. Thanks for asking. But I think my health is not so good 
Beth:  You think so, Theo? You look fine! I think you seem a little thin. 
Theo:  No, I don't think I'm any thinner, but thanks anyway. No, I think my 

teeth are unhealthy. 
Beth:  You should see a dentist. I'm thinking of going on Thursday. Do you 

want to come with me, Theo? 
Theo:  Thanks, but no. I think by Thursday I'll have healthy teeth again. I hope. 
Beth:  I hope so too, Theo. 
 
 
 

 



W/V Sounds 
 
Part 1 - Minimal Pairs 
 
Practice the following pairs of words, being careful to make 
the distinction between the two sounds. 
 
1. vest  west   7. Vest  best 
2. veil  wail   8. Groove grew 
3. vine  wine   9. Roving rowing 
4. viper wiper   10. West rest 
5. vast  fast   11. Wine Rhine 
6. very  berry   12. Vine fine 
 
Part 2 - Tongue Twisters 
 
Say the following sentences aloud, concentrating on the sounds 
“w” and “v”. Think carefully about the shape of our mouth is 
when you produce the sounds. 
 
1. Woolen vests for wailing wolves are worn in the vast woodlands. 
2. Varied berries are wetted while Val and Walt whisper in vain. 
3. Woodson's waistcoat is weirdly vented. 
4. Wise women don't walk in the woods while wolves wander. 
5. Walt's villa is verging on the weird and vile. 
6. Groves of vines veered west along the villain's veranda. 
7. For once, weary Wanda's woolgathering lost its vim and vigor. 
 
Part 3 - Dialogue 
 
Work with a partner and practice the following dialog until you 
memorize it. When you have memorized it, say it for your instructor. 
 
Vivian and Willy discuss their vacation. 
 
Vivian:  I've waited a long time for this vacation, Willy. 
Willy:  Well, Vivian, I have too. That's why I want to wander around Mount 

Vesuvius for a while. 
Vivian:  Wait a minute, Willy. Mount Vesuvius will be a real waste of time. 
Willy:  What are you saying! It's one of the world's most wonderful spots. 
Vivian:  Willy, why don't we visit Washington or Las Vegas instead. 
Willy:  I never want to visit the United States. It's way too expensive. 
Vivian:  You're right. I wonder what Asia would be like. 
Willy:  Asia? Now there's a clever idea. 
Vivian:  How about Taiwan, Willy? 
Willy:  Taiwan would be wonderful, Vivian. 

 

 

 



 
 
i:/I Sounds 
 
How to Produce the Sound 
To make the /i:/ sound, raise the middle of your 
tongue high in your mouth and tense your 
muscles into a smile. Make a voiced sound. For    / I /, relax your muscles but keep your 
tongue in the same position. 
 
Part 1 -  Minimal Pairs 
 
Practice the following pairs of words, being careful to make the distinction between the two 
sounds. 
 
1. sheep-ship                          6. leave- live 
2. leak- lick                            7. eat - it 
3. cheeks-chicks                     8. beat - bit 
4. peel- pill                             9. seat - sit 
5. bean-bin                            10. meal - mill 
 
Part 2 - Tongue Twisters 
 
Say the following sentences aloud, concentrating on the sounds i: and I.  Think carefully 
about where your tongue is when you produce the sounds. 
 

1. Tim’s team was licked by the leaking roof. 
2. Pip and Pete shipped the sheep ships cheaply. 
3. Those bins are for Bill Beal’s bean. 
4. Does Jim still steal Jill’s jeans? 
5. Will Wheeler’s team get many hits in this heat? 
6. The girls snickered at Jill and Jean’s sneakers. 

 
Part 3 - Dialogue 
 
Work with a partner and practice the following dialogue until you memorize it. When you 
have memorized it, say it for your instructor.  
 
Leslie:  You’re really keen on that reading, Richard. But we have to go! 
Richard: Give me a minute, Leslie. I’m almost finished reading! 
Leslie:   You’re not nearly finished. Read when you get back. 
Richard: Yeah, you’re right. I’ll miss dinner, otherwise. What are we having?  
Leslie:  Some really strange meat. And wheat bread with thin beets. 
Richard: I bit into some bad beets last week. My teeth ached for a week. 
Leslie:  Yes, I’m sure bad beets bitten are really a rip-off. But Tina is cooking 

so it won’t be bad. 
 



 
 
 
N/Ng Sounds 
 
How to Produce the Sound 
To make the /n/ don’t close your lips. Put your tongue 
on the roof of your mouth. Touch the side teeth with 
the sides of your tongue. Use your voice. The /n/ comes through your nose.  To make the 
/ng/ touch the back of the roof of your mouth with the back of your tongue. Use your voice. 
The /ng/ comes through your nose.  
 
Part 1 - Minimal Pairs  
 
Practice the following pairs of words, being careful to make the distinction between the two 
sounds. 
 
1. win - wing      6. Ron - Wrong 
2. thin - thing                   7. kin - king 
3. ban - bang                    8. ton - tongue 
4. ran - rang                     9. pin - ping 
5. run - rung                   10. tin - ting 
 
Part 2 - Tongue Twisters 
 
Say the following sentences aloud, concentrating on the sounds i: and I.  Think carefully 
about where your tongue is when you produce the sounds. 
 

1. (n) No need to light a night light on a light night like tonight. 
2. (ng)The ringing, winging, singing singers sang winnings songs. 
3. (n/ng) Do not hang the ring thing next to the wrong thong. 

 
Part 3 - Dialogue 
 
Work with a partner and practice the following dialogue until you memorize it. When you 
have memorized it, say it for your instructor. 
 
Kelly:  Oh, hey! Did you see Ron win the race last night? 
Nate:  He ran a race last night? I’m sorry to miss it, I had the wrong day mind. 
Kelly:  It’s ok. Anyway, the coach rang the bell while Ron was messing 

with this thing on his shoes. 
Nate:  Wow, he had late start and still won? 
Kelly:  Yes, the other competitors heard the bang and started on time. They   

were all so thin and fast, like birds with wings. 
Nate:  Ron must be a really fast runner. It’s so small thing to start late, and still 

win the race! 


